
t�s another day in that 28th �oor of�ce 
in that Manhattan building. You�re staring 
at the structure across the street, dream-
ing that you�re on the slope, on the lift, 
gliding over an ultra-steep double-black, 
one of those trails that LOOKS like it runs 
down the side of a skyscraper. You have 
also reserved a week of vacation time this 
winter, but the fact that your favorite air-
line has begun charging for meals, head-
phones, not to mention pillows(!) has 
infuriated you no end. Plus, every week 
seems to produce a new strike threat.
   So now you are thinking about booking 
this week somewhere drivable. Consider-
ing the gas prices these days, very drivable.
   The perfect thing would be to hit four 
mountains in six days without having to 
be in the car more than a couple of hours. 
While checking a map, your eyes gravitate 
north up the NY Thruway. That�s it, you say 
to yourself. The diamonds of Windham, 
the bumps of Hunter, the intimacy of Plat-
tekill, and the glades of Belleayre. These 
mountains have well over 1,000 feet of verti-
cal drop, are about 3,000 feet high and they 
are all right here in the Catskill Mountains. 
   The Catskills aren�t about some region 
that Rip Wan Winkle slept through any-
more. It�s a rip-roaring skiing and riding 
haven with a plethora of outdoor life, good 
eats, and plenty of places to stay. The an-
swer about where to go is academic.
 
Welcome to Base Camp Catskills
Though these resorts say that New York 
City is their major market, the Catskills are 
also an easy option from some other nearby 
areas including Albany, Hartford Connecti-
cut and Pennsylvania. Concerning Hartford 
(were I am from), the Catskills are a hori-
zontal drive across Connecticut on mostly 
secondary roads. The drive is vertical from 
snow sports-hungry Fair�eld, Rockland, 
and Westchester counties, and the short 
distance does draw one�s attention.
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   Some people, like Plattekill owner Laszlo Vajtay, will argue that 
there are actually two distinct regions within the Catskills - the south-
ern tier, that includes many of the older summer resorts along the 
Route 17 corridor; and the �Northern Catskills,� that include the 
resorts along Routes 23 and 28. This is ski country.
   The discussion about where to stay may seem quite varied but it re-
ally isn�t. Windham has plenty of resort controlled options. A stay at 
Hunter puts one in the center of a triangle formed by the other three 
mountains. There are so many small towns near Belleayre, it almost 
doesn�t matter where you and your family stays. Here�s an overview:
The Towns
Margaretville & Vicinity– Want to ski at Belleayre? Why not? There 
are great slopes and a beautiful location. OK so where do you stay? 
One look at the map and you know there are more towns than just 
Margaretville nearby. Not that there is anything wrong with Margaret-
ville because there isn�t. But right next door are Arkville, and Fleis-
chmanns, and Pine Hill and Andes and Roxbury (home to Ski Plat-
tekill), and Big Indian. Maybe the best way to refer to this area is to 
call it the Route 28/30 corridor. There are more than 50 lodges and 
more than 25 culinary options available. All form a sandwich around 
Belleayre Mountain with Plattekill on the northern boundary.
   Margaretville is the biggest of the bunch. Until this season, the 
lone option for a chain hotel was the Holiday Inn in Kingston, 34 
miles from the mountain. This has changed now with a new 60-room 
Best Western in Margaretville. This is a good complement to the 
cozy main drag in town that offers all the basic dining types - from 

pizza to gourmet - including that all-time staple of 
those who participate in snowsports - cheap, heaping 
portions of late-night Chinese.

   Two upscale options include the Emerson, the �rst 

By Chris Dehnel

Young or not 
as young! There 
is something for 
everyone in the 
Catskills as dad 

and daughter 
have just  

discovered at 
Hunter Mountain

Big air! Big views!
Belleayre Mountain
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major inn along the corridor on Route 28 
and the Breezy Hill Inn in Fleischmanns. 
The most unique dinner experience is in 
Arkville, where the Delaware and Ulster 
Railroad entertains guests in a railroad 
dining car designed for past great barons 
of industry when rail travel was king.
  Want a bed and breakfast? The Crystal 
Spring House in Big Indian can accom-
modate 10-16 people in a group setting 
on weekends. The Meadowood Inn in 
Arkville can provide a romantic getaway 
with rustic elegance in the bedrooms and 
banana pancakes in the dining room. 
   The town of Roxbury offers great din-
ing attractions. Lodging choices include 
the charming Stone Tavern Farm (it�s 
more than a B&B). You like 1970s retro? 
The Roxbury Motel will suit just �ne.
    At the Hannah Country Club on Route 
30, the rooms have a rustic elegance, but 
the real treat is the gourmet and classic 
American entrees in the dining room. 
Groups are this club�s specialty and they 

offer both skiing and summer golf packages. Bring a bus and stay a while.

Windham –  Here you will �nd that the capital improvements at the 
mountain complement a strong lodging structure that was already in 
place. The big change in town is the conversion of the old Winwood 
Hotel into a condominium complex. Windham Mountain now owns 
the building and wanted to adapt to a changing marketplace with one 
and two-bedroom units. 
   About 20 hotel-style rooms are also available at the Winwood, but 
for most hotel options, a trip down the main street is in order. With 
an indoor pool, the Hotel Vienna is always popular with families, and 
Christman�s Windham House offers a fancier option. The mountain has 
a central reservations staff to help you locate hotels, condos, and even 
private homes for rentals.
   For years, a dining staple has been the pizza at Zerega�s and their pie 
is seriously New York. That means it is not overdone and translates into 
a good meal. Get the owner in a good mood and his oratory will enter-

tain you for an hour. Mill-
rock, in the middle of down-
town, may have a boisterous 
environment, but why not after a good day on the 
mountain? Its huge menu includes wood-�red pizza 
and a variety of pasta and seafood dishes.
   The talk of the town is the transformation of  The 
Vines at Winwood. It is classic American fare. Ap-
parently the old entrance gave the impression that 
the restaurant was open only to hotel guests. This 
is now changed with a new entryway that allows 
guests to walk straight into the restaurant instead of 
through the hotel lobby.

Hunter – There is a new slopeside hotel called the 
Kaatskill Mountain Club. This has been the one 
feature the resort has lacked. The 77 units range 
from studios to multi-bedrooms and de�nitely raise 
the bar in terms of accommodations. 
  The Washington Irving, the Villa Vosilla, and the 
Fairlawn Inn are viable options should you wish to 
stay in the villages of Hunter or Tannersville.
  Hungry? Don�t worry, there are plenty of dining 
options, including Poncho Villas, with the best 
Mexican food for miles.
   As always there are plenty of opportunities to 
party in Hunter and Tannersville.
The Mountains
Belleayre – Don�t even begin to dismiss this state-
run mountain as the stepsister of its also state-run 
cousins to the north, Whiteface and Gore. Yes, 
Whiteface has the Olympic charm and Gore has a 
vast trail network, but so what! Belleayre has vastly 
underrated  and great terrain and there is a new lift 
and lodge on the way. The mountain not only has 
the ticket to Cinderella�s ball, but it�s ready to be 
photographed on the red carpet, front and center.
   May 2 saw the start of construction for the $3.2 
million high-speed detachable quad lift that will 
replace the comfortable but all too slow Super 
Chief lift. What once was an 11-minute ride to the 
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A snowy evening in Margaretville
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go ski Plattekill

Cruising on long Windham runs

Ready for fun at Hunter Glade skiing at Belleayre
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top (it always seemed a lot longer) will now be only four. 
Last spring, plans for a new $6.5 million lodge complex 
were approved. At 24,000 square feet, the new lodge will 
connect with the existing Discovery Lodge and feature a 
food court, bar, and plenty of space, something Belleayre 
needed more of. The plan calls for the new facility to open 
during the 2007-08 season.
  A quicker ride to the summit means a quicker ticket to ex-
perience the vastly underrated and great glades alongside 
the new high-speed lift. The trees are tight, but still spaced 
out enough to allow for some genuine frolicking. As small 
bumps form in here, it is truly a winter playground.
  Most of Belleayre�s summit cruisers are very doable and 
fast. That means wide with just enough pitch to keep ev-
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One of many scenic 
cross country trails Down the expert cruiser at Windham Big air in Belleayre’s terrain park

Winter in the Catskills – outside Margaretville

Dining in Tannersville –  Last Chance Restaurant

More information and mountain statistics continue on the 
following pages.
Photography courtesy of Belleayre Mountain, Hunter Mountain, Ski Plattekill, 
Windham Mountain & Franz Edlinger

Nighttime halfpipe 
competition at Hunter 

eryone happy. For skiers and riders of all abilities these 
runs are fun all day. The grooming is another nice se-
cret at the mountain. The crews care, and that can go 
a long way to making a great day for a lot of visitors.

Hunter –  �Ski Huntah baby!� has been the battle cry 
of many a New Yorker for years. These days manage-

before getting it for $21,000. After refurbish-
ing and installation, he had a whole new 
double chairlift for $500,000. To skiers and 
riders, this was a good investment, as it re-
placed the T-bar that dragged patrons to the 
summit (and broke my front tooth – ed).
   Then there is the new snowmaking sys-
tem that is replacing one purchased from 
Magic Mountain when that area went belly-
up for the �rst of a few times.
  Another goal is to put one trail onto the 
snowmaking system every season.  
   The great secret of Plattekill is its trail 
makeup. Forty percent of the terrain is des-
ignated black or double-black and they are 
legitimate. You can �nd steeps, challenging 
runs and bumps. Most of the intermediate 
trails (40 percent) are navigable with ease, 
and the 20 percent that makes up beginner 
terrain is novice satisfying.

Windham – An ambitious capital improve-
ment plan will include an outdoor skating 
ring along side of the tubing hill. From her 
perch near the base lodge, �Rachel� the 
powder pig is grinning because a new barbecue pit has 
been built. It will be easier to build up that big appetite 
because a new high speed lift replaces the old G lift. Two 
new trails, blue cruisers, will �ll the gap on the left side 
of the mountain. The old G lift has been reinstalled near 
the demo shop to replace the painfully slow C lift. Wind-
ham�s new 8,000 square foot adaptive snow sports center, 
complete with its own lift, is the envy of the industry.
   The key to Windham is its balance. Blues like Why 
Not, Wise Acres, and Upper Warpath appeal to all abili-
ties. Lower Wolverine is a great blue cruiser below a 
double-diamond. Super-Steep Wedel is a great workout, 
and The Chute is also a nice semi-steep black cruiser.
   Psst. Here�s a secret. On a powder day, take a right off 
the summit lifts and head toward the hard stuff. Bear left 
at the fork. After a decent skate (or hike if you are on a 
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ment will tell you they want to shed 
the image that Hunter is a party 
mountain and make the transition 

into a full-�edged family facility. In addition to the new 
hotel are plans for condo units atop the base lodge. 
  Hunter has the reputation for being a busy mountain. 
However I spoke to Sarah Nagle, the mountain�s public 
relations director, and she said that a concerted effort 
has been made to keep lift lines to 10 minutes maxi-
mum at peak periods. All the while, Hunter still offers 
some of the most challenging trails in the east.
   That certainly leads to jokes about trails like the Belt 
Parkway being as narrow as the real road and people 
�ying by while ignoring the speed limit. In reality, the 
trail is a nice graduation from the green to an interme-
diate trail and is �t for drivers of all abilities.
   Another solid blue option from the midway point 
down is Seventh Avenue, which is certainly playing bet-
ter than the basketball team residing at that address in 
the city. You won�t commit a classic Knick turnover if 
you head to Kennedy Drive from there, which is a nice 
cruise toward the lodge.
   Hellgate is a classic black trail, but the true expert 
gems of Hunter are the bumps - Claire�s Way and Eisen-
hower to name a few. The former is the real workout 
because it is groomed only occasionally. The latter? 
Well, presidents do need to look good and grooming is 
constant. No corruption in the administration, though 
as Eisenhower is a nice, consistent ride.

Plattekill – Want a no-frills family run place with ter-
rain that leaves plenty of options? If so, then Plattekill 
is for you. Laszlo and wife, Danielle, met at the moun-
tain while on staff, married ant then bought the place 
through a Small Business Administration loan. They 
have invested about $5 million over the past 13 years by 
adding things like a new snowmaking system.
   Then there is the double chairlift. When Belleayre re-
placed their double with a quad, Laszlo appealed to the 
state to donate the old lift as a �humanitarian gesture.� 
He found himself bidding against scrap metal dealers 

board) you�ll �nd an old logging road called Way Out. 
The narrow run is not long, but it is worth the effort.
In Conclusion
I have enjoyed skiing the Catskills for years. The area has 
everything skiers and riders could possibly want; great 
resorts, great runs, great aprŁ-ski, great lodging, all for a 
great time. And maybe more importantly, this mountain 
range is not just great, it�s also only a short, ride away! 
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