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By Amy Patenaude

conia is the center of the
universe, of course.”

Once you get to know the area, you may
well agree. Franconia is a town located in
the shadow of Cannon Mountain, and is
conveniently near both Bretton Woods and
Loon Mountain ski resorts, it is truly a mec-
ca for a fantastic ski vacation. This classic
New England town is not only the hub to
three nearby ski resorts, but also hundreds
of kilometers of cross-country skiing.

Mount Lafayette, near the town, along with
the rest of the Franconia Range could easily
be mistaken by some for western mountains.
In fact, the White Mountains were once only
a summer vacation destination. Then in 1929
near-by Pecketts-on-Sugar Hill established the

rst ski school in America. Only a few years
later the Cannon Mountain Tramway was con-
structed to bring enthusiasts to the slopes.

The drive to Franconia is a scenic straight
shot north up Interstate 93, ninety minutes
from Manchester and two hours from Bos-
ton. On the way up, you should make a point
of stopping by the famous, tax-free outlet
stores at exit 20. When you reach Franconia
at exit 38 be prepared to step back in time.
Only one stoplight blinks on and off at the
intersection of Rtes 18 and 116, otherwise

It’s smiles away! known as Main St. and Easton Road. The
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continued from page 3
On the main drag, you Il nd Kelly s

Foodtown, a great little grocery lled
full to the ceilings with everything you Il
need to keep your family stuffed. There s
a orist shop, a restaurant, a bakery, a
pizza place, and the Garnet Hill outlet
for great shopping. On the other side

of the street, you Il nd an old-style gas
station with a working garage and there
is even a hardware store that has every-
thing. The staff happily helps you nd
whatever you need. Franconia Sports is
well stocked with all the latest ski gear
and here you can even buy a hunting
license. There s also a realtor, a business
center, and the Post Of ce. South of Kel-
ly s is the town hall, library, ice skating
rink, Franconia Heritage Museum, and
several restaurants. Lodging is plentiful,
but youwont nd condos or a furrier
anywhere. It is all quite the metropolis,
but is all you will ever need, or want for
that matter.

Great Skiing Means Choices
Cannon Mountain is so big that it has
two exits off of 1-93, brags their market-
ing department. From the highway, you

can see Cannon s trails stretch all the
way from the top of the four-thousand-
foot mountain to the oor of the Notch.
But there is more to Cannon than meets
the eye from the highway. There are
many trails that are out of sight on the
other side of the mountain. Cannon
Mountain is also almost completely sur-
rounded by the White Mountain Na-
tional Forest and for this reason, there
is no slopeside lodging available. Most
Cannon skiers will agree this is a won-
derful thing, because the resort offers
pristine slopes with open natural views.
The outdoor experience feels much the
way it did in the 1930 s. The childrens
center and separate beginner lift & trails
will make every parent con dent that
their child will have a good safe time.
Classic ski runs like Avalanche will thrill
the best skiers/riders as they plunge to
the bottom of the Notch.

Loon Mountain and Bretton Woods
are both great ski resorts and are less
than 25 minutes away from the town of
Franconia. Both resorts have many lodg-
ing options closer to their slopes, but it
is well worth the drive in order to stay in
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pretty Franconia and make the short commute.
Loon Mountain is located south of Franconia in
the town of Lincoln, 1-93 Exit 32. Boasting one of
the best terrain parks in the East and a Burton Pro-
gressive Park, Loon is also a fun place to take snow
tube runs at night and most weekends. Loon has a
gondola and high-speed quad chairs and presently
is in the midst of the South Mountain expansion.
There is great vertical and steep skiing and lots of
intermediate terrain that will please the whole fam-

ily. The Walking Boss Trail is long. From the trail ski-

ers/riders will enjoy the White Mountain views that
span from Mount Moosilauke to Mount Washington
and there is even a glimpse of the top of Cannon
Mountain too. Loon is rightfully one of the most
popular ski areas in New England, so it is best to get
there early for a good parking spot.

West of Franconia is the Bretton Woods Resort,
home of the majestic Mount Washington Hotel and
the famous Cog Railway. Wonderful panoramas of

the Presidential Range are to be found here. Bretton

Woods also is open for night skiing on the weekends
and during the holiday week periods. The vertical
may not be nearly as big as Cannon s or Loon s, but
having great snow conditions and the most ski-able
acres make up for it. High-speed quads will whisk

you to the top of two of their peaks and you Il experi-

ence the award-winning up-close and personal view
of Mount Washington. The mountains loom large
and provide a true-feel mountaineering experience.
Bretton Woods has the most tree skiing in the area.
There are glades that will excite skiers and riders of
any level of ability.

The Bretton Woods Nordic center is one of the

nest to be found anywhere, with exceptional
groomed classic and skate skiing trails. There is
even a separate trail system for people who want
to bring their dogs along.

The Franconia Village X-C Ski Center s trails also
feature classic groomed tracks that run inn-to-inn
throughout the area. Rentals and lessons can be ar-
ranged at the ski center in the Franconia Inn on Rte
116. And for something really special, plan to take a
horse drawn sleigh ride.

Travel a short way up to Sugar Hill and you will

nd the Sunset Hill house has groomed cross-coun-
try trails. The trails begin on the oldest nine-hole
golf course in New Hampshire and wind through
the woods, passing by old abandoned iron mines.

So Many Lodging Choices

Hotels, motels, inns, and B&B s seem to be scattered
all over Franconia and adjacent smaller towns of Sug-
ar Hill and Easton. Every place feels close to the ski
areas and to downtown. Check with The Franconia
Notch Chamber of Commerce, www.franconianotch.
org or 603-823-5661, to get more information about

the areas many other varied attractions and offerings.
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Big alr at a bi'.g mountain! - Cannon

The Stonybrook Motel is among the closest accom-
modations to Cannon Mountain, located near the
bottom of 3-Mile Hill on Rte 18. Families appreciate
being able to park and unload close to the door of
their room. The indoor swimming pool keeps the kids
busy into the night. You Il get to the mountain even
quicker by taking advantage of the free continental
breakfast in the morning.

The Franconia Inn on Rte 116, and the Sunset Hill
House, located in Sugar Hill, are both quaint, classic
New England inns with elegant dining rooms and cozy
pubs. The large white clapboard buildings are laced
with windows that face the grand view of the Franco-
nia Range Mountains.

If you like traveling with your pets then the Horse
and Hound Inn is the place for you. The old fash-
ioned bed & breakfast inn with eight guestrooms, is
located just off of Rte 116 on Wells Road, welcomes
well behaved pets. This Inn hosted the awards party
for the 1967 Downhill Championships held at Can-
non Mountain and won by Jean Claude Killy. Their
cozy pub always has Guinness on tap and a good

continued on page 6

SNOWEAST

5



6

continued from page 5

number of Cannon season pass holders
enjoy Saturday aprts ski here.

Although there are no chain hotels in the
area, the Franconia Village Hotel (soon
to be Best Western) offers conveniences
such microwaves and refrigerators in every
room, a swimming pool, a tness room,
and meeting and banquet facilities.

Another option is to rent a luxurious
mountain home during your stay. Fran-
conia Notch Vacations has 40 homes
and ski houses available for rent by the
weekend or by the week. Sizes range
from 2 bedrooms and up. Cort Roussel is
the guy to talk to. He can help with short
notice bookings while performing the
many of the services of an experienced
concierge. Cort is a skier. No surprise
that he to is in love with living at the
center of the universe. Ask him about
the less-known natural rock formations
found in Franconia Notch. He d be glad
to point out the Old Man s Dog and a
pro le that many can miss on the left-
side of Artist Bluff mountain.

Nightlife

The Lift Pub is in The Peabody Lodge at
Cannon Mountain. In the late afternoon
on Saturdays, the pub presents live bands
and sometimes you can even nd room
to dance. Unfortunately, the Pub doesnt
stay open long after the lifts close, but
most of the restaurants in Franconia do
and these have live performers and bands
on Friday and Saturday nights. Bring
your own guitar and backup singers to
the Dutch Treats open mike on Thurs-
days. The Cannon View and the Farm-
house Tavern are good places to catch
local talent. Just inside Kelly s, check out
the posters to see who is playing.

If you want to venture out of town,
there are some good restaurants and
pubs in the town of Bethlehem, a 15
minute drive away. Here you should look
up the Cold Mountain Cafg, Lloyd s, and
Rosas. Reservations on weekends are
always a good idea. Rosa s serves scrump-
tious Italian dishes and in the basement
bar they have an absolutely huge moose
head hanging on the wall.

For a cozy night in, Kelly s has a small
selection of videos for rent. In Littleton,
the largest town in the area, there is a
twin movie theater and Rocky s Video,
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a large movie rental store (where they give you a free
bag of popcorn to eat while you make your selec-
tion). In Lincoln there also is a cinema complex.

More Than Ski Areas
For a change of pace, you should check out the New
England Ski Museum, Franconia Heritage Museum
and the Iron Furnace Interpretive Center. You will
nd The New England Ski Museum is adjacent to the
base of the tramway at Cannon. The museum is free,
and they dont mind if you come in wearing your ski
boots. The ski history exhibits change annually, with
items from an extensive collection of skisand Ims
always on display. The Museum s store has everything
from vintage ski posters to snowboarder earrings.

The Franconia Heritage Museum is on Main Street
and open Thursday and Saturday 1pm to 4pm and
also by request. It s a great place to learn more about
the early settlers of Franconia and to see how a
middle-class farm family lived 100 years ago.

The Iron Furnace is truly a marvel. Found on
Main St. right next to the bank of the Gale River,
rests this ruin of a massive stone furnace. In the
early to mid 1800s iron ore taken from the nearby
hills was smelted here. If you stopped in Franconia
Notch to view the mile long Cannon Cliff at the
huge boulder named Boise Rock, you might have
noticed a large iron pot. This cast iron pot was
made by locals 200 years ago!

While in Franconia Notch you can take a nature
hike or snowshoe at the Flume. Snowshoe rentals are
available at most all the ski shops in the area. You
won t be able to walk up the middle of this gorge as
it is full of ice and the wooden walkways are taken
down in the winter to prevent ice and water from to
ripping them away in the spring. But you Il have a
good view of the ice- lled gorge and you may even
get to watch people ice-climbing. The path through-
out the park is about two miles long and includes
crossing two covered bridges.

If youd like a bigger snowshoe or winter hiking
experience the Appalachian Mountain Club s Lone-
some Lake hut is open during the winter. The hike
begins at the Lafayette Place campground and is
several miles up hill. Please check with the AMC for
trail conditions and services available at the hut.

The bicycle path through the Notch becomes a ma-

jor snowmobile trail when covered with more than
a foot of snow. Snowmobile rentals are available in
Lincoln and Bretton Woods. The trail through the
Notch connects with a trail system that will take you
all the way to Canada, should you have the gumption.

Finding Bode?

World Cup Champion Bode Miller is the director
of skiing at Bretton Woods. Construction of his
new home at Bretton Woods should be completed
by this ski season. His family still owns and oper-
ates the Tamarack Tennis Camp located just south
of Franconia, on Rte 116 just over the Easton town
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line. Across the road from the tennis camp you Il see a
big barn. If you have ever visited Bode s Nike website,
you Il quickly recognize the barn as the one that the
snowmobiling pig crashed through (if you havent
seen this, don t ask)! During the winter the odds are
Mr. Miller will be off racing the World Cup or gol ng
someplace warm so his fans will have to be satis ed
with visiting all the ski areas where he honed his skills
and had fun growing up. The best place to see Bode is
at the England Ski Museum while they are showing his
movie Flying Downhill .

The Road Less Traveled

He wasnt a skier, but famed American poet Robert
Frost had a summer residence in Franconia. The
Frost Place is open to the public during the summer
months. Come visit Franconia and like Mr. Frost, you
can make it the center of your universe. And this just
might your universe complete.

More information and mountain statistics follow on the next pages.

Photography courtesy of Cannon Mountain, Loon Mountain Resort,
The Mount Washington Resort at Bretton Woods and Franconia
Notch Vacations
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