
 hen it comes to a terrific 
  location from which to ski  
 a variety of great mountains 
as well as enjoy a host of  
other activities, it’s hard to 
beat Rutland, Vermont. 
From shopping to antiquing, �ne dining to live entertain-
ment, Rutland offers an abundance of things to do. Add 
lodging and food that can be less expensive than �on-
mountain� and you have even more incentive to explore 
one of the best ski towns in the country!

Rutland�s also centrally located and it�s only a short 
drive to Pico, Killington, and Okemo ski resorts. Col-
lectively these giants do over one-third of Vermont�s an-
nual skier visits. Add some interesting options like Bear 
Creek Mountain Club, Middlebury College Snow Bowl, 
Sugarbush, Mad River Glen, or Ascutney and you have 
a tremendous diversity of terrain and historic ski areas 
within an hour�s drive of Rutland. 

For excitement and fun for all ages, Rutland�s 17th 
Annual �First Night� New Year�s Eve Celebration is not 
to be missed. It�s nine hours of ninety-plus acts and 
activities, including a Children�s Noise Parade and two 
sets of �reworks. First Night  attracts over 5,000 revelers. 
Tickets are approximately $10 for the entire event!

For season-long excitement and a taste of culture, 
you�ll �nd �rst-rate musical and theatrical performances 
at the Paramount Theatre, a magni�cently restored op-
era house with excellent acoustics. Tickets are small-city 
reasonable and skiers rave about their experiences here! 
You�ll �nd art galleries at the Paramount Theatre, at the 
Chaffee Center for the Visual Arts, and at the Norman 
Rockwell Museum, which features his Saturday Evening 
Post covers and illustrations for novels and articles.

You can �shop till you drop� in Rutland, both down-
town and at the Diamond Run Mall. From trendy 
boutiques to department stores, there�s plenty to keep 
anyone busy, and The Bus offers convenient transporta-
tion should the skiers in your group take the car. 

Other activities include: indoor skating and hockey at 
the Rutland Regional Fieldhouse; outdoor ice skating 
at Giorgetti Park; bowling at Bowlerama; great workouts 
and/or lessons at Green Mountain Rock Climbing Cen-
ter; indoor tennis, workouts, classes at Vermont Sport 
and Fitness Center; Yoga at Mountain Yoga; and movies 
in the Rutland Cineplex Nine or West Rutland Movie-
plex. You�ll �nd dogsled rides, sleigh rides, cross-coun-
try skiing and snowmobiling in Rutland or nearby.

The Bus provides transportation to Pico and Killing-
ton as well as around town so you could even arrive via 
Amtrak or the local airport. In case of illness, there�s 
the Rutland Regional Medical Center and Convenient 
Medical, a drop-in clinic.
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By Karen Lorentz

The start of a great day at Okemo

Big mountain, Big views Big fun!
Killington

The view southeast from Pico Mountain

Superpipe - Killington

VERMONT



4 SNOWEAST 5SNOWEAST

continued from page 2

continued on page 6

  SNOWEAST

RUTLAND
RUTLAND
RUTLAND
RUTLAND
RUTLAND
RUTLAND RUTLANDVERMONT

Great Food, A Rutland Forte
One of Rutland�s fortes is its variety of great restaurants. Decide what 
you�re in the mood for and you can �nd it, from �ne dining to fast food, 
pizza to sushi. Here�s a starter list.

The Countryman�s Pleasure (in Mendon) features Austrian, American 
and European fare in a casually elegant atmosphere. The Veal Entinger is 
to die for, as is  Bavarian Sauerbraten. Countryman�s is a must for adven-
tures in creative dining and overdosing on homemade rolls and desserts.

Along Route 7 in Rutland, South Station is popular for its prime rib, 
seafood, steaks, unique pasta dishes, and salad bar. The Sirloin Saloon is a 
favorite for steaks and seafood, salad bar, home-baked whole-grain bread, and 
atmosphere. Stanti�s is delightful with excellent food and Swiss specialties. For 
authentic Italian cuisine, downtown Rutland offers: the Palms, a family-owned 
restaurant for 65 years; Three Tomatoes Trattoria, a favorite for open-hearth, 
wood-�red cooking; or Sal�s for Italian dinners, gourmet pizza, and calzones. 

For a cozy bistro, good food, and piano music, try Tapas. Or, you can 
�nd sushi and Japanese at Tokyo House, great Thai and more at Little 
Harry�s, and Chinese at Kong Chow. The Panda Pavilion on U.S. Route 
4 gets rave reviews and offers takeout as well. For vegetarian or just plain 
healthy, try the Back Home Again on Center Street.

From home cooking and ice cream at Seward�s Family Restaurant to 
burgers and sundaes at Friendly�s, there are more good eateries - 99, 
Denny�s, Ponderosa, Weathervane - and pizzerias to discover. Check with 
your host, the Central Vermont Getaways guide, local Yellow Pages and 
newspapers, or Rutland Chamber for more information. Reservations are 
�a must� on busy Saturdays and holidays. 
Lodging
Rutland offers a wide range of lodging, from simple to luxurious. The 
Comfort Inn (indoor pool; next to South Station restaurant and Ben & 
Jerry�s); Ramada Ltd. (pool, free access to Vermont Sport and Fitness 
Center); Red Roof (pool, adjacent Denny�s restaurant), new Hampton 
Inn, Econolodge, and local motels and B and B�s offer great value.

The Holiday Inn takes convenience up a notch with �tness center, pool, 
and Paynters restaurant for breakfast, lunch, and dinner. The Best Western 
Inn and Suites (in Mendon) offers rooms and full suites (kitchen, living area, 
bedrooms). And for couples who favor a romantic room with a Jacuzzi or 
�replace, the Inn at Rutland is a lovely B & B with a full gourmet breakfast. 
Romantics will also enjoy the Red Clover Inn in Mendon, a perfect hideaway 
with beautiful views and great breakfasts and dinners. 

In nearby Chittenden, the Mountain Top Inn is a grand country inn with 
food, views and activities to match. Horse-drawn sleigh rides, cross-country 
skiing, snowmobiling or ice skating � all are available at this upscale mountain 
resort which exudes ambiance and warmth in a truly spectacular setting.

For more info, check the Chamber of Commerce (www.rutlandvertmont.
com 802-773-2747). Or for ski-and-stay reservations call Killington Central 
(1-800-621-MTNS).

Pico, Updated Classic
Rising dramatically above U.S. Route 4 nine miles East of Rutland, Pico 
is Vermont�s third oldest ski mountain. Known for its racing programs 
(Olympic Gold Medalist Andrea Mead Lawrence was raised here), the 
area boasts a popular Telemark program and is a host site for the Ver-
mont Adaptive Ski and Sports program (reservations required; 786-4991).

At 3,967 feet, Pico offers a 1,967� vertical drop with skiing on 50 trails and 
214 acres. Six lifts (2 express quads) serve a trail network that has all runs 
funneling down to one base lodge. The Pico Sports Center (70-foot pool, 
exercise equipment, classes, sports bar) is open to the public.

Pico can be skied on a Killington ticket or a less expensive Pico-only 
ticket. The gnarly stuff is steep and includes Upper Giant Killer (a narrow 

natural snow trail) and A Slope. When powder 
perfect, advanced skiers/riders can handle 
them; otherwise, they�re best left to experts. 
Advanced and strong intermediates will �nd 
plenty of challenge on Summit Glades, Forty 
Niner, KA, Pike, and Outpost trails. 

Blissful blues include trails off the Golden 
Express Quad as well as the Gnomes Knoll area. 
Beginners have their own gentle learning hill 
and chairlift on Bonanza while novices can do 
trails off the Golden Express and Knomes Knoll 
triple. Pico is the quintessential family-friendly 
area with a classic base lodge with �replaces,  
cafeterias, and lively Last Run Lounge.

Plans call for Pico to be connected to Killing-
tonvia trails and lifts in the near future.
Killington: Big Adventures in Skiing
For those who want world-class ski adventures, 
whether beginner or expert, Killington is the 
place. At 4,241 feet, Killington Peak is the 
second highest mountain in Vermont but af-
fords the highest lift-served skiing in the state. 
This gives the area the greatest vertical in New 
England. It�s 3,050 foot vertical descent to the 
Skyeship Gondola Base, located on Route 100.

Located 14 miles from Rutland, Killington is also 
the East�s largest ski resort with 150 trails 1,001 ski-
able acres and 27 lifts. It consists of six contiguous, 
lift-and-trail-connected mountain areas, each with 
its own unique characteristics. (With Pico included 
in a Killington ticket, you have access to 200 trails, 
90 miles of skiing, and 33 lifts.) 

Killington is world-renowned and boasts a his-
tory of pioneering achievements from snowmak-
ing and ski instruction to state-of-the-art lift system 
(including two heated gondolas) and grooming 
�eet. Killington also pioneered the long ski sea-
son, which lasts from November to May most years.

Not surprisingly, Killington is a popular area, 
ranking number one in the East and seventh in 
the U.S. in terms of annual skier visits. Over 20,000 
international visitors ski the area each year.

For experts, Killington features steep skiing/
riding on Bear Mountain, Skye and Killington 
Peaks. Outrageous steeps include Ovation with 
60 percent overall gradient (31-degree pitch) and 
Devil�s Fiddle at 59 percent overall gradient with 
sections that hit 65 to 100 percent! Outer Limits 
and Superstar are two other long, top-to-bottom 
truly steep trails usually with plenty of moguls. 
Cascade, Royal Flush, East Fall, Downdraft, and 
Big Dipper also boast steep gradients but not for 
as long as the top four. Snowdon Mountain, South 
Ridge, North Ridge, the Needles Eye area, the two 
�anks of Skye Peak, the K-1 area, and Bear Moun-
tain offer a tremendous variety of terrain with lots 
of intermediate runs among the mix.

Killington also features some of the East�s 

One of 5 Terrain Parks at Killington

For Olympic Champion 
Hannah Teeter, Okemo is home

gentlest terrain, like the 6.2-mile Juggernaut beginner trail, 5-mile 
Great Eastern trail, and the Snowshed area (6-15 percent gradient) 
with a super-wide learning slope, several easy trails, and four lifts for 
beginners and novices.

Families have their own base lodge at Ramshead. Here the kids 
can go to childcare, ski school or both. Ramshead also features �ne 
novice and lower level intermediate trails and terrain park.

The big terrain parks are at Bear Mountain, also home to Kill-
ington�s superpipe, famous Annual Mogul Challenge, Next Snow 
Search, U.S. Freestyle Championships and other competitions.

Yep, Killington�s big. Too big if you don�t have a trail map. Un-
less you�re an expert who can ski any trail in any condition, you 
should use a map and check out the daily conditions info. This can 
be found at guest service desks and ticket booths. With this bit of 
preparation, you can enjoy great days at Killington without getting 
lost or over your head. If new to Killington, take the free Meet the 
Mountains Tour (offered daily). 

Killington also sports �ve base lodges with parking and restaurants 
(plus the summit restaurant). They offer a fantastic diversity of food, 
allowing you to eat healthy and hearty and not just burgers and fries.

The Bear Mt. Mogul Challenge!
One of many annual Killington events

Ski in /Ski out for the 
entire family - Okemo
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Country sleigh ride in the mountains,
Mountain Top Inn

The Noise Parade Rings in the New Year! 
First Night - Rutland

One of many charming country lodges, 
Pico Mountian in the background

Tobogganing, 
and you thought 
skiing was fast!
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More information and mountain statistics continue on the  
following pages
Photography courtesy of Killington/Pico Mountains, Okemo Mountain, 
Ascutney Mountain, Sugarbush Mountain, Rutland Chamber of Com-
merce and First Night & Karen Lorentz

EXTENDING EXPLORATIONS

If you are taking a longer vacation, there are some  
interesting discoveries within an hour�s drive of Rutland. 

Bear Creek Mountain Club is country club ski area open to 
the public when not at capacity. Located between Killington 
and Okemo on Route 100 in Plymouth, it operates Thursdays 
through Sundays and holidays. There are 13 trails on 52 
acres with 1,300-foot vertical. There�s also a beginner area. 
Bear Creek is the place to go for uncrowded, groomed trails 
on a weekend and for excellent food prepared by award-win-
ning chefs. Call ahead for information.

Middlebury College Snow Bowl is another best-kept 
secret located on Route 125 in Hancock, east of Middle-
bury. You won�t �nd condos, highspeed quads, or a bar in 
the base lodge. You will �nd three pristine mountain areas 
with 110 acres of terrain, 3 lifts, 15 trails, several glades, 
a modern base lodge with good food, and Vermont�s most 
affordable lift tickets,

An hour from Rutland, Mad River Glen offers a throwback 
to old-fashioned skiing. There is no snowboarding and 
almost no man made snow at the area. There is terrain for 
all ability levels and lots of extreme stuff for experts. 

Also an hour from Rutland, Sugarbush offers an amazing 
diversity of terrain � from Castlerock for purists who can 
handle steep natural snow to groomers for all ability levels. 
With 16 lifts, 111 trails, Sugarbush features long runs and a 
unique lift that connects the southern to its northern areas. 

Ascutney Mountain Resort in Brownsville is an hour east 
of Rutland. Since it�s only six miles from I-91, it makes a 
great ski stop on the way home. Ascutney boasts 200 acres 
of trail and woods skiing and offers a surprising amount 
of challenging terrain in addition to great learning slopes. 
Known for its excellent children�s programs, Ascutney is 
popular with vacationing families as well as day visitors. 
Check out the long runs with 1,800-foot vertical off the 
North Peak Express Quad. 

As always, it�s a good idea to check an area�s website 
for steals �n� deals as well as current conditions and the 
amount of terrain open. 

continued from page 5
You can enjoy dinner on the Access Road at The Wobbly Barn that 

features Black Angus steaks, seafood, unusual specials and deluxe salad 
bar. The Wobbly rocks with live entertainment upstairs. Other popular 
venues include the Pickle Barrel, Nightspot, Grist Mill and Charity�s. 

The Killington Access Road is also home to a number of restaurants 
as well as ski and snowboard and gift shops, so whatever your needs or 
budget, you can �nd it.
Okemo, State-of-the-Art Excitement
Located 21 miles from Rutland, Okemo is an ever-changing, ever-grow-
ing exciting mountain resort that features 5 express lifts and 44 miles 
of playful terrain. Okemo boasts a 2, 200-foot vertical, 624 skiable acres, 
18 lifts, 117 trails and glades, and state-of-the-art grooming and snow-
making (589 acres worth). Okemo also has one of the longest, most 
dependable seasons in the East, typically operating early November to 
mid April. Add four terrain parks and a 400-foot, 18-feet high Super-
pipe for the young and restless and a little known off-piste policy (you 
are allowed to ski anywhere within the legal trail-map boundary) and 
you have the kind of diversity that has made the area the second-most 
visited in Vermont and one of the top 16 in the country!

Okemo is known for its excellent service, which extends to children�s 
programs, ski school, ef�ciently managed lifts, smiling service at rentals 
and repair shops, and clean restrooms. 

For those who haven�t been to Okemo in some time, try the new Jackson 
Gore area for easy access to the entire mountain. You can park here in 
the day lots and enjoy free shuttle rides to the entry portal where you can 
access the slopes and all services from daycare and ski school to a lovely 
lodge with several dining choices. Lower Jackson Gore features learn-
ing slopes (with carpet lift and express quad) while upper Jackson Gore 
boasts some steep diamonds, challenging blues, and Tuckered Out, a 
long twist-and-shout run for advanced novices and intermediates. There�s 
also an easy route that leads to the main mountain.

Several lifts serve the main mountain, which has a big diversity of ter-
rain for all ability levels. Trails include Chief and World Cup for would-
be racers; Sel�s Choice and Ledges for bump bashers; and the 4.5-mile 
Mountain Road for novices. The Green Ridge Quad seldom has a line 
and serves not-to-be-missed blue cruisers Timberline, Tomahawk, and 
Sapphire. South Face, at the southern end of the two-mile wide moun-
tain, is a hidden gem. It has a high-speed quad and great trails from the 
classic Dream Weaver to challenging fun on Stump Jumper, Wild Thing, 
Punch Line (great bumps), and Blind Faith, a mean terrain park. 

One of the nice things about Okemo is that it offers a number of 
lodges so you never have to go far to �nd good food or a warm resting 
place. The Summit Lodge, mid-mountain Sugarhouse, Solitude Day 
Lodge, Main Base Lodge, and Roundhouse at Jackson Gore all feature a 
variety of dining options. Nice weather favorites are the barbeques at the 
Okemo Base Lodge, Sugarhouse, or Solitude Lodge decks. The Sitting 
Bull Lounge offers oversized deli sandwiches as well as a lively aprŁs-ski 
scene with live entertainment on weekends.

Okemo offers cross-country skiing and snowshoeing at its Okemo Val-
ley Nordic Center (golf course in summer) and great dining at Willie 
Dunne�s in the Clubhouse. Free shuttle buses run among the various 
mountain areas and to the town of Ludlow.

Ludlow sports a host of shops (drugstore, food markets), boutiques 
(antiques, arts and crafts, art galleries, books, clothing), and great places 
to eat. The Pot Belly Pub on Main Street is a classic skiers stop for lunch, 
dinner, or aprŁs-ski with occasional live music. Check it out.

With so much to commend them, it�s little wonder that skiers and riders 
gravitate to the mega areas of Okemo and Killington/Pico. And for best sup-
porting role, Rutland wins hands down! 

There is big mountain 
skiing and riding at Sugarbush

Mad River Glen
Skiing the way it use to be...and still is!

Ascutney Mountain has a great mix 
of old and new Vermont terrain.




