


BASE CAMP

LocaTioN: Sution, Quebec

A Bed & Breakfast
in the metropolis of Sutton

A rustic cabin at Au Diable Vert

Hiking to some
unusual places
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ample, and you might ramble through the trees onto Cendrillon
or Sous Bois II before reaching bottom on Traverse.

Experts enjoy the same potpourri: start down a black-diamond
like Escapade or Miracle, and you’ll likely finish on Sous Bois V.
True challenge seekers can play on genuine double-blacks and
narrow trails like Sous-bois Poma and Challenge, and be happily
reminded of old-time Eastern skiing.

Other Resorts in the Eastern Townships
Three more ski hills stand within a 45-minute drive from the
town of Sutton. A beautiful, backcountry drive, by the way.

Owl’s Head, in Masonville, is also family-oriented, with Lake
Memphremagog dominating some of the East’s most magnifi-
cent views from the top. Owl’s Head has some real steeps to go
with its other selection of trails.

In Magog, Mont Orford rises unsullied within a provincial park
and spreads over three peaks (see sidebar).

Closest to Montreal, modern Mont Bromont bustles, feeding
Montrealers’ fancy for night skiing. Indeed, six times during the
season the resort stages Nuit Blanche (White Night), with skiing
and riding ’til 2am.

And, yes, there’s Nordic skiing at Sutton and all the others.
Bunking Down in Sutton Town
Arriving in Sutton, be careful. Blink and you may have missed it.
Small? Yes, but richly packed. Within and near to the tiny down-
town, an amazing amount of excellent lodging, dining, shopping,
and even entertainment is found.

Start with shelter. Just north of town, the Auberge West Brome’s
bright yellow buildings sit surrounded by cow pastures that
might fool you into thinking that you’re bound for a date with
the farmer’s daughter. Mais non. The lodging is tres moderne and
comfortable in spacious condo-style rooms that flank an atrium-
housed indoor pool and a full day spa. Packages here include a
four-course, truly gourmet dinner-to-die-for and a breakfast that’s
equally sumptuous.

On the town’s near north side, Les Caprices De Victoria, a vo-
luptuously Victorian-style B&B, aims to spoil guests with a four-
course breakfast so beautifully presented that you might hesi-
tate to take a fork to it. Les Caprices’s five rooms reach beyond
charming to downright enchanting, with over-sized tubs and
character- rich furnishings. Sign up for a massage, take a sauna
or hot tub, or just hang out in the parlor. Nice options, oui?

Closer to the mountain, the 14-room Auberge des Appalaches
presents a unique ambience in which locals and visitors freely
mix. Why? Because hosts Micheline and Daniel are so friendly
that no one can resist their charms. They soon have everyone
talking with everyone.

For something completely new, elegant and boasting superb

views from an isolated hilltop, there’s Domain Tomali-Maniatyn.

Just two years old, this B&B’s bedrooms, breakfast room and
public rooms are big. Add an indoor/outdoor pool, rooms
furnished with oversized furniture, small sinks, microwaves and
toasters and, in the middle of it all, an interior turret with spiral
staircase, and you have found something special.
Unique, perhaps, is the “opportunity” (if you can call it
that) to winter camp at Au Diable Vert, located 20 min-
utes away on Sutton Mountain’s backside. Au Diable Vert
loosely translates to “Middle of Nowhere,” and this place
sure feels like it: you arrive via a steep uphill snowshoe hike, hauling
your own gear (or pay the small snowmobile haulage fee). Here you

bunk in rustic cabins, tents, a tree house or, if you must
be coddled, in condo-style units in the main house, amid
fantastic, unfettered mountain and valley views. On-site,
snowshoeing and advanced Nordic skiing, plus a small
herd of Highland cattle complete Au Diable’s ambiance.
Other lodging options include the eightroom, mural-
adorned Petite Auberge; Bonne nuit Beaux réves, where
dogs are welcome with doggy day care; and, slopeside, La
Paimpolaise, newly converted into brand new condos.
And here’s a double kicker: one, most lodging is

Did anyone mention
0 some great cruisers and bumps,
‘hat Mont Sutton has

great glade skiing?

served by a free shuttle bus; and two, many properties
offer the special weekday package program of 4 days
skiing and one night’s lodging. The Ski East package is

only available at the hotels. You may find other ski pack-

ages at www.montsutton.com.
Dining That's Fine
There’s no need to eat while in Sutton. Not when you
can dine. And, yes, there’s a difference. Sure, sure,
pizza and burgers are available, but food here can, and
should, be savored with French flair.

To call the four-course dinner at Auberge West
Brome haute cuisine would almost be an understate-

ment. Served with care, offered with refined wine pair-

ings, and presented artistically, this is indeed superior
fare. Equally excellent culinary heights are reached at
Bistro Beaux Lieux. Set in the heart of downtown and
serving only dinner in a cultured, upscale ambience,
the kitchen - viewable behind glass - turns out unique
gourmet combinations.

Amore Di Pasta’s eclectic menu features homemade
pasta dishes, and at International Café the menu ranges
from quiche and salads to French, Greek and Chinese.
Near the mountain, Auberge des Appalaches lures locals
and guests, especially to their Monday pasta nights,
where you can carbo-stuff yourself for just a few Cana-
dian Loonies (a “Loonie” is a coin equal to a dollar).

Downtown, the spot for breakfast is Le Cafetier,
where pre-ski nourishment runs the gamut from om-
elettes galore to delightful pastries. Those who like to

bag-lunch-it (or stock their condo) flock to La Rumeur
Affamée, where sandwiches, organic homemade bread,

numberless cheeses, and baked delights (like maple

continued on page 48

All of Quebec is about
the food! ting you in touch

Movin’ Over
to Magog

n contrast to Sut-
ton, the town of
Magog feels almost A charming Magog B&B
metropolis-like. Magog
is to the east and right next to Mont Orford. The town’s lo-
cation along Lake Memphremagog’s northern shore adds a
waterside resort touch. (The south shore of Mem-
phremagog is in Vermont.) In winter, the town’s
1.5-mile, lakeside walking/jogging/biking path
morphs into a unique ice skating track.
Downtown rewards visitors with a variety of gal-
leries, antique dealers’ shops, and boutiques like
Art en Soi and Antiquités Magog. The impressive
restaurant line-up delivers everything, from fine
French cuisine at Fondissimo, LActuel bar & Grill
and the Bistro Lady of the Lake to brew pub fare
and pizza. Among the noteworthy: Restaurant Do
for Vietnamese; and Aux Jardins Champetre for
homemade patés, local produce and cheeses.

Au Chant du Coqg, A L'Ombre De L'Orford and
A Tout Venant are but a few of the fine B&Bs among the
22 unique, independently operated Association des Gites
Touristique Magog-Orford inns. A B&B stay adds dimension
to your visit, put-

with local personal-
ities and their area
knowledge.

It's but a short

drive from town to

the skiing at Mont

Orford, set in a na-
tional park. Here are surprisingly diverse trails on three
peaks, each presenting different levels of challenge. There
are nice novice runs on Mont Alfred-Desrochers, and some
genuinely challenging tree trails on Mont Giroux.

Nordic nuts find 13 trails

totaling 50 km, and snow- Prefect after a day

i i on the slopes
shoers get trails of their

own. And everyone enjoys
the mountaintop yurts
(Mongolian-style mountain
tents) clustered atthe Mont
Orford summit, perfect for
between-runs breaks. SNOWEAST 47
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syrup tarts) are sold in an old-time atmosphere with
19th century counters and wooden floors.

Finally, on-mountain, a lunch stop at the mountain-
top Altitude 840m is a must. Gorge on pulled pork and
fries, or the French Canadian phenomenon, “poutine,”
in front of a roaring fireplace and a million-dollar view.

a map in the Visitors Center) to visit a collection of
wineries with surprisingly good products; or motor
the Township Trail and learn history while listening
to a descriptive CD (available for purchase). If you're
in Sutton during December or early January, a visit to
L’Orpailleur Winery is a must. Their Christmas mar-

Go ahead.
Relax a little in théelt
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MOUNTAIN FACTS

MONT SUTTON - Sutton, Quebec
www.montsutton.com ® 1-866 538-2545

Aprés & Other Diversions

Let’s not be fooled. Sutton isn’t an apres-ski megalopo-
lis. But that doesn’t mean you’re left out in the cold if
you're seeking nighttime amusement.

St. Patrick’s Lounge (formerly Chez Camille) is the
town’s primary apreés-ski spot, rife with music, give-
aways and a restaurant operating from 6am - 10pm.
The Cultural Center presents art films, performances
and live music. Le Cafetier offers jazz on certain
evenings and international films on Fridays. Interna-
tional Café’s fine dining is accompanied on Friday
and Saturday evenings by live jazz.

For those seeking slopeside libation at ski day’s end,
there is the base lodge bar, Le Tucker, named for their
famed Tucker grooming machines.

If kids are in your entourage, the municipal park has
skating, plus sledding and sliding on a man-made hill.
At Xcalibur gym, or in one of their exercise classes,
you can work off those haute cuisine calories you've
consumed. You can add calories at the gourmet choco-
late store, then lighten your wallet at a nice selection of
stores and galleries.

For unique diversion, drive the
Wine Route (pick up

ket is rife with local art, crafts and, of course, wine.

Yes, no need to travel over the rainbow to reach
this French-speaking ski paradise. Just drive across
the border to Sutton.

BASE CAMP
SUTTON
INFORMATION

EASTERN
TOWNSHIPS
QUEBEC

Eastern Townships Tourism
www.easterntownships.org ® 1-800-355-5755

Sutton Tourist Office
www.sutton.ca ® 1-800-565-8331
24-A, Principale Sud @ Sutton Quebec JOE 2KO

CLD Memphremagog Tourism
www.tourisme-memphremagog.com

1-800-26/2744
Magog-Orford B&B Association

info@bbmagogorford.com « www.bbmagogorford.com

Photography courtesy of Mont Sutton, Sutton Tourist Office,
Magog-Orford B&B Association, Ski Bromont, Mont Orford,
Ski Owl’s Head and M. Kaplan.

Vertical Drop:
Summit Elevation:
Snowmaking:
Lifts:

Trails:

1500 feet
3175 feet
60% coverage

1 High speed quad
2 Quad chairs
6 Double chairs

53 trails

Novice 17%

Intermediate 45%

Expert 38%

40/: glades of all abilities
1Terrain park

SKI BROMONT - Bromont, Quebec
www.skibromont.com ¢ 1-866 BROMONT

Vertical Drop:
Summit Elevation:
Snowmaking:
Lifts:

Trails:

1300 feet
1850 feet

80% coverage

2 High speed quads
4 Quad chairs
1 Surface lift

72 trails

Novice 24%
Intermediate 35%
Expert 41%

2 Terrain parks

(46 night)
(35% night)
(37% night)
(28% night)

MONT ORFORD - Orford, Quebec
www.orford.com ¢ 1-866-673-6731

Vertical Drop:
Summit Elevation:
Snowmaking:
Lifts:

Trails:

1772 feet
2800 feet
85% coverage

1 High speed gondola/quad
2 Quad chairs

1 Triple chairs

1 Double chair

2 Surface lifts

56 trails

Novice 36%
Intermediate 25%
Expert 39%

SKI OWL’S HEAD - Mansonville, Quebec
www.owlshead.com ® 800-363-3342

Vertical Drop:
Summit Elevation:
Snowmaking:
Lifts:

Trails:

1772 feet
2450 feet
90% coverage

3 High speed quads
1 Quad chair

4 Double chairs

1 Surface lift

45 trails

Novice 30%

Intermediate 40%

Expert 30%

1 Terrain park & halfpipe
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