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K2 
I first saw the new weird K2 skis last winter when my 18-year-old came home with a pair of powder skis called Hellbent’s. They looked 

bent! When put together their bases touched in the middle. They were so wide I thought I could snowboard on one. My kid explained 
that the bent look was called the “rocker” and this helped them float in powder. The width certainly said powder specialty ski to me. 

Watching him ski on groomed snow was amusing, but on a powder day he was all smiles and left me behind on my “bot-
tom feeder” skis.

Back to reality. I love the new Apache Xplorer. I prefer less than 80mm under foot but these wide skis (84mm) do it all. I 
think the new Marker bindings (K2/MX), with an upward-releasing toe and the Inter-Pivot heel that increases boot lug 

contact, had a positive effect. These are my pick for a day of steeps and trees combined with some groomers. 

On groomers I like the Apache Crossfire. Its 70mm waist and ABS sidewall construction makes it responsive and a 
delight on the hardest snow. 

The ladies Burnin Luv ski has similar sidewall and metal laminate construction and was by far the favorite of 
my female friend. 

K2 has brought the K2 Extreme back from the 80’s. It’s a twin tip, high performance, all-mountain ski that’s 
flexible and ripped in the spring snow. My son would love them in the parks and pipes. - Chip Dwyer

high-end, so-called women’s skis; they’re built with us 
Macho-Ladies in mind. They have softer flex but are 

stiff enough for holding an edge and accelerating 
out of turns fast enough to make any cowboy jeal-

ous. Go get ’em! 
Patty
 

Dear Patty,
  I don’t know if I should dump my skis. 

They are too heavy, stiff and inflexible. 
They’re not real good-looking, but they 

are reliable. 
I don’t know if I really can do better. 

A Reliable Girl

Dear Reliable Girl:
  You didn’t marry yours skis, did you? Now 

that you’ve gotten all you could have out 
of that old pair, it is time to move on. Of 

course you can do better! 
  You can easily find new skis. Check 

out the women’s models; they are so 
much more than reliable. New skis 

turn easier, they’re lighter and many 
are easy on the eyes. 

  While you’re at it buy a new out-
fit to match your new equipment.
Your friend, the Plankster

Dear Ms. Plank.
  Should I buy a helmet that 
matches my coat or my skis? Do 
you worry about helmet hair?  Am 
I a bad girl if I enjoy looking like 
a snow bunny and then beat all the 
boys down the trail?
Fast, Fantastic & Furious
Dear F to the Third Power:
  Match your jacket; no one will be 
looking at your feet if you’re that 
far ahead.
  Don’t worry about helmet hair. Wear 
diamond earrings and no one will 
notice. There is nothing wrong with 
looking hot and a little helpless and 
then showing off your prowess down 
the mountain. But watch out. One of 
those boys might catch you yet.
Keep on keeping them guessing!
Patty Planker

ASK PATTY  
PLANKER 
Dear Patty,
  My posse tells me that I 
am good enough for a high 
performance ski and think 
I should ski on what Bode 
Miller does.
  I don’t feel comfortable about this. I 
weigh 98 lbs. Should I or shouldn’t I?
  Thanks,
Trying to be Macho-Lady

Dear Macho-Lady:
 Unless you just want to ski straight down the 
mountain, Bode’s skis aren’t a good choice for 
anybody but Bode. Certainly it would be nearly 
impossible for you to make his skis turn. Bode 
uses his strength, weight and his unique technique 
to turn those race puppies. And I bet you won’t be 
skiing on iced downhill courses anyway.
  That’s why the manufacturer of Bode’s skis makes a bunch 
of different types for us girls to rip up the slopes! 
  Leave the race skis for racers. Don’t shy away from 

Tony and Chris and Bill and Dave have had their shot at testing and writing about 
this year’s new stuff. Now it’s my turn.

I let the writers do the writing. I hate to write (a 1000-page college degree 
thesis will do that to you). That’s why I am the editor. 

And the Editors Choice is MY choice of the ski I liked the best! I think “favorite” 
is a much better term than “best.”

This is the ski that was my favorite at the Stratton Mountain Ski Demos run by 
EWSRA in early 2007. 

Snow conditions ranged from soft, to groomed, to nice bumps and runs through 
the snowblowers. Of course there were some nice icy bumps and slick cruisers. 
And glades.

It didn’t start out that way, though. It rained! Oh @&#!

Later on in the week it snowed, so I jumped into the woods. But this is Stratton, 
after all, and that means really fun, fast blast cruisers with lots of speed when 
you want it.

I like motorcycles, too. Sport bikes, and I love speed…and handling. I like big 
fast turns and short ones too. I want great edging on ice and snap crackle and 
pop from turn to turn. I want something that will work in powder too. 

So I don’t ski a real narrow ski. I like ski waists from 69 to 79mm around 175mm 
long. Hey, I weigh 205.

I like nothing better than a great 
bump run, just like we get once in 
a while, or in the spring or under 
the snowblowers. This is the East, 
so I ski the icy bumps too; well, 
let’s say they ski me. I can sort of 
rip an intermediate bump run, but 
I’m really a “snaker.” 

Whenever I can, I aim for the 
glades. Tree skiing is my favorite.

My ski has to let me do all this and still get me home at the end of the day. Pooping 
out, falling back on the tails and hitting the booster rocket holds no allure for me.

Do you ski like I do? Then you might like the ski I do. If you don’t, well that’s 
why we have testers to check out the new stuff and tell you about it. You could 
be my doppelganger, but you still should get to a demo day to try out the skis 
you are interested in. 

So the winners are: The Atomic Nomad Whiteout! AND the Dynastar Contact 4X4 
AND the Salomon Simon DuMont Pro Model, Twin Tip! AND the K2 Apache Recon.

And there is the one ski I just kept going back to. I couldn’t help myself. That ski is 
the Fischer Watea 78. I liked all four skis. I loved the Fischer. It’s the WINNER!

Bill Jones - Publisher

(Hey, we gotta try this with snowboards next time!)
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